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[MEANS for solving problem] 
[0039] 

Even if the number of images that should be displayed is correspond to the 
number of partitions of a multi screen, it is also possible to set up the area 
which does not have image display as a area which displays the texts and the 
image of search results compulsorily. Moreover, because it is likely to take 
time in search because the selection of the representative image is improper 
when the representative image of each image group is fixed when the 
representative image of each image group is multi-displayed, the 
representative image may switch to another image in the same image group 
for instance by every predetermined time or user's keyboard operation and it 
be displayed- According to this composition, even if the distribution of 
image groups and the initial setting of a representative image are unsuitable, 
a desired image group can be specified efficiently. 
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(54) ELECTRONIC IMAGE RUNG DEVICE 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To easily retrieve a desired image in an electronic image filing device. 
CONSTITUTION: Plural images are classified into hierarchical structure based on 
photographed year and the contents of an event. When the photographed year is 
designated (S3) first in the image retrieval, the typical images of each events belonging 
to the designated year are displayed in multi-images on an image display (S5). An 
image group in which the desired image is expected to be included is designated (S7). 
Then the respective images comprising the designated image group are multi-displayed, 
therefore, the desired image can finally be designated on the multi-display screen 
(S11). 
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